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Mal. iii. 16,18. Then they that feared the Lord, 

- ſpate often one to another, and the Lord heark- 

ened and heard it: and a book of remembrance 
das written before him, for them that feared 


| the Lord, and that theught upon. bis name. 


ver. 17. And they Gall be mine, ſaith the Lord 
E hoſts, in that day when I make up my jewels ; 
and I will ſpare them as a man 3 his own 
ths that ſerveth him, 5 


Ver. 18. Then Gall ye return, 2 ltere b 
the righteous and the wicked, between him that 
 ſerweth Gad, and him that Jus b him not. 


faculties, by which mankind are diſtin- 
8 guiſhed from the animal creation; by 
5 05 uſe of reaſon we find out truth, and * ſpeech | 
we communicate it to others, 


: Ra _ ſptech are the t two principal 


* 


And our nature ſeems to 5 ſo formed, that : 
juſt reaſoning enableth us to ſpeak diſtinctly, and 
ſocial converſation brightens and improves the fa. 


culty of reaſoning. 


As this is the caſe, an inquiſitive perſon, my, 


5 from the you eſteem of l deſire * 


4 


R 
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tonverſe with others; the ſerious * welldifpo- 
ed will, moreover deſire that exerciſe, becauſe : 
eonference, if properly conducted, is an excel. 


| knt mean of regulating our alba, and of im- 
Heoyement © in the nen life. 8 


To confer tagetber; was ere bre N habitu- : 
al cuſtom of thoſe ſerious perſons mentioned in 


the text, « Then they that feared the Lord, 


ſpake often one to another: Wen, when the 
Jewiſh church was exceedingly corrupted : they 


had lately been delivered from a tedious captivi- 


ty, but they ſoon tranſgreſſed the commandments, 
and deſpiſed 1 the ordinance of their Deliverer. 


Their words were  fout againſt the Lord: They . 


faid, it is vain, ver. 14 to ſerve Cd, and what pro. 


tit it that we have kept hivordinance, and that us 
have walked mournfully before the Lord of hoſts? 


They called the proud happy ; yea, they that work- 
ed witkednſ5 were ſet up, adyanced to worldly ho- . 


nour and riches; yea, they that tempted 'God by 
; hainous ſins were delivered, delivered from the 


puniſhment which their crimes deſerved ; for, e- 


ven then, che Judges were partial in their deciſions, | 


| : and cauſed many to Rumble at the law; and 
15 therefore God threatens 2 come near to them to 
Judgment; ver. 5. and I will be a ſiuiſt witneſs a- 
ALainſt the foreerers, and againſt. the adulterers, 
and a fa Iſe 3 and 800 thoſe that 


„ 


Afrind the bireling in his wages, an Abel op- 
| preſs the widow and the fatherlefs, and that turn ; 


aſide the ſtranger from his right, and ' fear not me, 
faith the Lord of hoſts. Snch was the profane» 


_ nefs,. the profligacy, and iniquity of the Jews in 
that corrupted age; but there was ſtill a num- 


ber who feared the Lord; that is, who were ſin- 


cerely religious, who were. influenced by the au- 


thority of God, and ſtudied to do his will: It is 


not to be doubted, that theſe would be at all pole 
fible pains, to reclaim the impious, the debauch · 


ed and unjuſt among whom they lived ; but they 
vere eſpecially careful to fortify their own minds 
under the hardſhips they ſuffered ; to confirm 


one another m religion and- goodneſs; ro ſtrength+ 


en their reſolution againſt the dangerous infecti 
on of vice; to have their underſtandings further 


improved i in knowledge and their hearts deep- 


er engaged in the love and practice of their du- 
ty: It was with theſe views. we may ſafely pre- 


ſume, that they 200 Toney: he Lord, * aun = 


one l. to another. N 


| On Grabe of this fort, we have had many 
good ſermons on the excellency of the goſpel, 


the utility of public inſtructors, the duty of a mi- 
niſter, the doctrines he ought to believe, and the 
method by which he ſhould convey theſe doc- 


| inet ino the a of his hearers 
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My deſign 3 in this diſcourſe is to mention ſome 


: of the advantages which Chriſtians tolerably en- 
lightened, as the miniſters of this Church gene- 
rally are, may obtain by converſing often and 


freely with one another; while they have the 
fear of God hefore them, and keep within the 
boundaries of decency and good manners. What 
Jam to deliver, may, I think, merit ſome attenti- 


on from ſtudents and younger brethren ; and I 
hope, it may alſo be profitable to thoſe of my o- 


mer hearers, who are diſpoſed to weigh its im- 


portance, and to behave accordingly. I will not 
enquire any further, whether the text be the pro- 


pereſt foundation for the remarks I am going to 
make, nor ſhall ! be very folicitous about the or- 
der in which I offer theſe remarks, ——To be · 

| gin then ; 1 . it FRG . 
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reaſoning juſtly, is beſt and moſt ſucceſsfully ac« 


quired-: Neither the laboured treatiſes of the 
« learned, nor the ſet diſcourſes of the eloquent, 


« are able of themſelves to teach the uſe of rea- 
. « ſon: it is the habit alone of reaſoning, that 
* can make a reaſoner ; and men can never be 

4 better invited to the habit, than when they 


« find pleaſure in it.” Nor can they ever ſo . 


: really find that pleaſure which invites and guides 
to the habit of * as by conrerüng with | 


6 * 


their friends. To teach us to think and reaſon, 


dry rules and. directions were long ago preſcrib- 


ed; and ſome people have, from age to age, at- 


rempred to bring them in faſhion: but do they 
VP bo inſiſt upon the utility of theſe rules and 


know them beſt, reafon always with the great- 


eſt aceuracy Are not their reaſonings common- 
Jy as vague, as feeble and incoherent, as thoſe 
of untutored, and undiſciplined people? The 


rules may be exact enough, and if one can rea- 


* 


ſon already, they may aſſiſt him to detect quib- 
blies, and from being impoſed upon by the jar- 
| gon of words, or the ſpecions ſophiſtry of argu- 


ment: but one may ſafely venture to affirm that, 


to this day, theſe rules have never in any in- 
| tance, taught the young mind to reaſon corre&- 
| ly. It was indeed the height of folly to expect 
that they could ever have that effect. ls a child 
taught to walk by ſpeeches and directions from 
his nurſe? Or, is a perſon taught to fwim, by | 
full and accurate diſcourſes upon the whole art 
of ſwimming? It is inconteſtibly by exerciſe and 
habit, that the firſt is taught to walk, and the 0- 
ther to ſwim':. and, in like manner, it is by rea- 
ſoning, that a habit of reaſoning juſtly is acquir- 
| ed. Converſation whettens the mind; and, as 
| iron ſharpeneth iron, ſo doth a man the mind * 
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TY the Serien place, Frequent conference with 
ene another, hath a ſtrong and difect tendency 


to improve the mind in human and divine know- 
ledge; perhaps a ſtronger tendency, than any 

| thing elſe. In compariſon of it, or at leaſt with- 
out being aſſiſted by it. the ſtudy of books is but. 


a languid and ſruitleſs affair. Conference warms 
us, it exerciſeth us, and at the lame time, in» 


ſtructs us. When we confer with a ſenſible man, 


he preſſeth hard upon us, he woundeth us on c+ 
very fide, his imagination raiſeth up ours to a 
more than ordinary pitch: ſtimulated by jealou- 


ſy, by glory, by contention, we are elevated to 


| ſomething above ourſelves: the ſoul is rouſed 
from its lethargy, and all its ſtrength is exerted : 


the air, the looks and countenance of him we 
converſe with keep it on the ſtretch: and, fre- 


quently, before one word hath been ſaid on a ſubs 


ject about which we were in the dark, we have a 


clearer and. fuller view of it than ever we had 
formerly: light breaks in ſuddenlyupon the mind, 


before our fellow-enquirer hath ſo much as ſpo- 


ken; and ina manner whichi is reab and felt, though 


I confeſs, not eaſily or ſhortly to be explained, we 
ſee and know at once, what we wonder we did 
not ſee before. —ln the progreſs of the con; 


5 ference, the difficulty ; is propoſed, the queſtion 
s ſtated, a cloud of words which hide the ſubjece 


is removed, the ſimple truth appears, clear and 


"Can. 


ſtriking views of it become dbriow, the mind i is en · 

lightened, we acquire new and valuable know- 
ledge, and rejoice in the new and pleaſing acqui- 
ſition. We may weary ourſelves in poring o- 
yer many bulky and tireſome volumes for months 
or years, and not attain ſo much real knowledge 
as we might receive with pleaſure in à few hours 
by a ſpirited converſation with a man of judge 
ment; and why ſhould we depend on books on- 
ly for that knowledge, the feeds of which we 
have within ourſelves ; feeds which may be che- 
riſhed by converfing with our friends, and gra- 
dually nurtured up to maturity by the counters 
Varmth of impartial and friendly debate. 


That by conference we may acquire the moſt 
clear and diſtin& view of things, I might further 
ſhe w, by many particular conſiderations : for in- 
ſtance, read over to a child any ſtory, read it to 
him in the plaineſt manner, he doth not, he can- 


not underſtand it ; ; tell me, he fays, what i it is 
you have read: ſpeak it over to him face to face, | 


as in familiar conyerfation, and he then under- 
| ſtands it at once. The caſe i is much the ſame 
with men, whether in early of in mature years: 
by familiar converſation they apprehend things 
the molt eaſily ; by the living language their at- 
rention is attracted, and a clearer and more dif- 
inet notion of a ſubject is conveyed to them than 


183 


they are able to receive from books where that 


ſame ſubject is fully and perhaps methodically 


treated *. Beſides, there is ſcience, which, if 
we have either diſcovered ourſelves, or, if we 


have got itinbooksonly, we cannot, allatonce, de. 
| pend upon it: It may ſeem very plauſible; it is 
new to us, and it is entertaining : but we heſitate 
to embrace it haſtily : We ſuſpect it may be er- 
5 roneous, till having conſulted our more enlight- 


ened friends, we ſind what is its ſterling value by 
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Accurate memorials read in civil or eccleſiaſtical 
courts, are tireſome and little attended to; but when a 
ſpraker riſes, he attracts attention, and conveys ideas. 


Ahe like difference is obſerved between ſermons 
; read in pulpit, and thoſe which are ſpoken or delivered: 


From its having been obſerved, that inſtruction is 


more ſucceſsfully conveyed by ſpeaking, than it is acquir- 
ed by reading; public teachers were at firſt appointed, 


and are ſtill continued, though moſt of the arts and ſci- 


ences are fully treated of in books: Ancient philoſo- 
phers taught their ſcholars by conver fing familiarly with 
them in walks, in gardens, i in porticoes: Several peo- 
ple complain, that, in our age, education is too much 
carried on by reading and books, and too little by conver- 


lation; the fatigue of ſtudy, and the awkwardneſs, the 


parade and obſeurity of writers, oftentimes diſguſt the 
ſtudent, whom the communications of an able teacher 
would conduct to knowledge. Socrates trained Alcibi- _ 
ades, Plutarch educated Trajan; and if the ancient me- 


i thod of education by familiar conference were purſued, 


it need not be ſuch a prodigy in modern times to meet 
with a tutor, who can form or educate a gentleman. 
Zee Horat. lib. 2. Sat. 4. at the end, Docte Cati, &c. 


(=) 

the touch-ſtone of converſation. This harh of 

ten been experienced by inquiſitive perſons in the 
Jounger: time of life. | 


1 hive: ſaid that conference is an excellent 
means of attaining knowledge; I think alſo that 
it puts a perſon in the faireſt way to be convinc- 
ed of his erroneous opinions and to part with 

them: it oftentimes happens, that when one ſtü- 
dies in ſolitude he embraceth wild and fantaſti- 
cal opinions; converſation opens his views and 
gives his faculties a vigorous play; it puts him u- 
pon turning his notions on every ſide, and holds 
them up to a light which diſcovers thoſe miſtakes 
that might have remained hid from him in tlie 
gloom and obſcurity of retirement: enlightened 
by debating with his friends, he is convinced that, 
by a bias to which indeed all men are liable, he 
had bended his opinions to ſuit his inclinations ; | 
he candidly renounceth theſe opinions, and che ar- : 
fully ſubmits to the ſtriking evidence of truth. 


I add, that the knowledge acquired and im- 
proved by conference is the moſt methodicai, the 
moſt profitable, and it ſticks the faſteſt with us. 
What we get by reading, unleſs we recollect and 

: converſe i it over, is oftentimes almoſt as ſoon for- 
| gotten as read: and I believe every one will find, 
upon reflection, that the moſt valuable parts of 
3 2 


= I 


* ) 
ſinowlelge he is poſſeſſed of, Have been acquir- 
ed not ſo much by books as in company, or he 
was ſet in purſuit of it by hints from ſome friend, 
or he applied to it with a view to make a proper 
figure in company, and converfation hath con- 
vinced him of its value, hath enabled him to di- 
geſt it into order and of courſe hath made him 
to remember it. I do not deny that there are 
many who by reading have attained a great vac 
riety of knowledge; but, commonly, it is a dark, 
a jumbled and confuſed knowledge: they know, 
but they know without a method and without a 
plan ; their thoughts are unconnected, and their 
knowledge undigeſted. This confuſion in think- 
ing may be partly owing to other cauſes, but it is 


unqueſtionably, i in a great meaſure, owing to this, 


that theſe poring ſcholars have been too ſeldom 


in company, they have not by conference, learn- 
ed to arrange their thoughts in a proper order. 


When I fay this, 1 fuppole, as 1 have all a- 


- long done, thar thoſe who may hope to improve 


their minds by conference, have a real deſire of 


knowledge and are careful both to read and to 
meditate in their retirements. To ſeek for im- 
| provement in ſolitude and company alternately, 


is the proper way to increaſe our ſtock of know- 
ledge and to have diſtin views of things. The 

knowledge which is acquired in our ordinary 
* at _ wont not in n 


8 + 13 ) =P 

is commonly. ſuperficial : Knowledge . by 
reading only, may be deep and various, but 
it is for the moſt part apt to be ſomewhat confuſ- 
ed. Theſe are high acquirements ; accu- 
racy in reaſoning,----advancement i in knowledge, 
= conviction of our miſtakes,--- method and order 


in thought and expreſſion, keeping the beſt 


knowledge upon the memory; which may allbe 


had or greatly improved hy conference. Should 1 8 


not this proſpect engage us to ſpeak often one to a» 
nother. To acquire knowledge ſhould be the aim 
of every man, and particularly, it ſhould be the 
aim of Miniſters of the Goſpel. Whatever buſt- 

| neſs a perſon is engaged in, he ought to be intent 

on making improvements in it. In companies, the 
farmer talks about husbandry, the merchant a- 
bout trade, the politician about ſchemes of go- 
yertiment, the ſoldier about encampments, about 
fieges, and bartles, and retreats ; different artifi- 
cerso, each about new and further improvements 
in his reſpective buſineſs, Shall enlightened 
Chriſtians, ſhall miniſters of the Goſpel ſeek for 
no further increaſe in human and divine know- 
ledge? Shall they alone remain in a drowſy and 
torpid ſtate? Shall they reſt ſatisfied as if they 
had already attained en either in Know- 
4 or in we, 
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| thinking that what we have moſt to regret. is, 

that we have nor been early ſet upon the right 

road to purſue knowledge. The misfortune, I 

believe, is pretty general: J am ſure there are 

many who think and feel that they have great 
reaſon to lament and complain of it. What an 
unbounded proſpect, what an extenſive field of 

knowledge lies before us; a field rich with eve 

ry thing that is uſeful, and pleaſing, and ornamen- 

tal to the mind of man; a field of which great 
Parts are, it is likely, never to be trodden by us: 
Some of which, at leaſt, we might with pleaſure 

have ſurveyed, had we been timeouſly ſet 

a pon the right track: Is there no remedy, is there 
no way to retrieve this misfortune, at leaſt, in 

ſome degree? Muſt we check our natural; our 

| ſtrong deſire of knowledge: ? Muſt we be content 

to remain for ever fixed in the ſame ignorance? : 

If there is a remedy at all, it muſt be fetched in 

a great meaſure from a friendly and ſpirited in- 

: tercourſe with one another. Travellers to the 

AT or different parts of the world, uſe to com- 5 

pare the obſervations they make. Why ſhould 

not men, who travel in the intellectual world, if I l 

may ſo ſpeak; who are in purſuit of the ſame, or 

different parts of knowledge, do the ſame? Why 
ſhould they not in this ſenſe, be willing to commu. 

nicate and willing alſo to learn? And may not he 


whoa juſtly values his great and improved talents, 
learn ſomething, © even from thoſe | who differ from 


©< 15 ) 
him, ni who in many reſpects, are e confeſſedly in in- 
ferior to him. Men chuſe commonly to aſſo- 
ciate with thoſe who are believed to be of the 
ſame opinions with themſelves; but to converſe 
with thoſe who are known to differ from us, is a 
better method, both to find out truth, and to in- 
creaſe in knowledge: As by the colliſion of hard 
bodies fire is generated; ſo by the oppoſition of 
ſentiments in debate, reaſon is ſharpened, and 
ruth inveſtigated. Decency in contradicting is 
to be obſerved; but amongſt thoſe who know one 
another, and converſe together for mutual im- 
provement, there is no great occaſion for much 
ceremony Much ceremony mars the purpoſe, 
and js indeed nauſeous. One would rather chuſe 
to frequent the company of thoſe Who oppoſe 
and ruffle him, than of thoſe who are ſcrupulouſly 
afraid to contradict him. It is a dull and hurtful 
| pleaſure to have to do with that fort of literary | 
people, who inſtead of correcting our notions, in- 


ſipidly ſmile in our face, ſeem to admire us, and 


to approve of. every thing we ſay. I proceed to 
1 mention, g 


7 hirdly, Another advantage derived from con- 
ference, or ſpeaking often to one another; which 
is, That it confirms or reſtores good agreement, 
harmony, and peace. The cauſe of dryneſs and 
diſcord amongſt us is, commonly, either a ſuſpicion 
| * wrong principles, or of le ſome grads blemifh in 
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moral charaQer: theſe ſuſpicions, when happily 
they are little more than ſuſpicions, will be either 
completely removed, or at leaſt gradually weak» 


= by converſation 1215 ee, 1 Oe 


We ea one Aether either of witd aind 0 en- 


thuſiaſtic/ or of lax and unſound principles: 
moi certainly, we ought to be at the utmoſt pains 


to have ſound principles in religion and morality; ' 


forming all theſe principles by the ſcriptures of 


truth: but though we ſtrive ever io honeſtly to do 


ſo, it is impoſſible that the thoughts of thinking 


men, on ſome abſtruſe points, can be quite alike, 
Aland run exactly in the ſame channel: It is great | 


weakneſs to expect this; it is great folly, and un- 
reaſonable ſeverity to urge it: and when civil or 
ecclefiaſtic rulers ſtrictiy prefs an uniformity « of 


belief, they counterwork their own deſign; by 


exacting too much, they gain nothing at all: nay, 
they drive men into hypocriſy or ſceptiſm: there 
js perhaps, no religions ſociety where the doc- | 


trine eſtabliſned is leſs ſincerely believed, than in 


that very ſociety, which impoſeth an abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of receiying implicitely, and believing 


blindly, whatſoever i it hath aſſumed the authorj- 
ty to declare ſound and orthodox: a thinking per- 


Ton can never reſign his underſtanding ſo entire- 


5 ly as to allow himſelf to be guided like a beaſt, 


whereſoe ver thoſe in authority ſhall my, 10 
i 
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lead him. Rulers may, by commands; direct our 
external actions; but they play the fool the bi · 
got, 1 young when they command us to be» 
lie ve. a few hundreds of ſtudious perſons 
were — of a preciſe ſameneſs of belief in 
every point of doctrine, this would be a wonders 
ful ching indeed: if it did exiſt, it would be i in P 


the Judgment of ſuperior Being, a greater mis 


racle than ever was exhibited. Conſult the hiſ- 
tory of the Chriſtian Church, the hiſtory of Po · 
piſh countries, and you will find that the rigorous 
impoſing and exacting a ſtrict ſameneſs of belief, 
hath commonly produced ſcepteciſm, infidelity, 
loathing at religion, and ſometimes, I fear, athe - 

iſm iſelf: in this refpe therefore, very confider- 
able latitude hath been allowed in well regulat- 
ed ſocleries, Jewiſh and Chriſtian :. but perhaps | 

ye of this reformed Church, differ leſs in our 

manner of thinking, rhan in our turn of expreſſi· 
on; or if ſome do really differ, the difference is 
overlooked, and paſſeth for nothing, whilſt they | 
keep up a manly familiarity, and friendly ac- 

quaintance. Did it ever happen, that æ man was 

ſevere a gainſt the heterodoxy of one with whom 
he kept up a good underſtanding ? Was it ever 
known that a friend was extremely diſguſted wit 
ke principles of his friend; whilſt the friendſhip 
laſted? The misfortune is, we firſt ſuſpeQ a man's 
principles, and then we avoid him; we avoid him 


ſtill; and the ſuſpicion grows; we pore upon, and 
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ir ſticks Faſt with us: Had men of ſeemingly dif. 


ferent opinions. always met and explained them- 
felyes, their differences, at leaſt in material points, 


2 would very often have appeared to be much a- 
bout words, and many idle wranglings and dif. 


putes which have made ſo much noiſe in the 
world, and ſwelled the heavy volumes of ancient 


and modern times, would, to the unſpeakable ad- 
| vantage and honour of N THns never _ 


been heard of. 


To ſpeak _ one fo Rn 4oth a pro- : 
cure mutual peace, as it removes ſecret grudges, 
and, the ſuſpicions we are apt to entertain about 


the moral character of one another: a man's ſin- 


cerity, or the purity of his morals, are often ſuſ- 


pected when there is little or no ground for any 


ſuch ſuſpicion ; we have been miſinformed, and 
have taken up an ili report againſt him: our not 
having acquaintance with him, is the cauſe why 
we think ill of him; when we come to know a 
little above the ſprings of his actions, and the te · 
nor of his conduct, we often diſcoyer our miſtake, 
and begin to think better of him. We are ſear · 
ed at a man's ſuppoſed temper and vices; we con- 
_ verſe with him and our fear abates: oftentimes, 
the vices and defects which thoſe. we are ſtran - 
gers to are charged with, are like theſe objects 


1 


but when we have approached them their de. 7 
formity and terribleneſs diſappear: how com- 
mon a thing is it to entertain a bad opinion of 


men, which, upon a little acquaintance, we ſee 


Was groundleſs? This happens every day, and 
it ſhould make us cautious and flow to think il} of 
any perſon with whom we are but little acquaint- . 


ed; and if we have ill thoughts of him, we ſhould 


try if they may not be removed by ſtriking up an 


acquaintance, and 8 wich bim I pro- 
ceed, "$; 


e bs great fe eu Sr the 
* n of God derive from conference is, growth 


and improvement in the ſpiritual life. To this 


end it muſt indeed be wiſely conducted: the 
words we hear in converſation, have a ſurpriſing 


influence upon the turn of the mind, the feelings 
of the heart, and our behaviour in life. How of- - 
ten hath an impure hint, perhaps unmeaningly 
thrown out, polluted the mind of the hearer, 


given riſe or growth to diſorderly appetites or 


paſſions, which have, ſoon after, been exerted 


info action, and iſſued in his remorſe and ſhame: 


When this happens to be the caſe, hath not the. 


unwary ſpeaker reaſon of deep mourning and re- 
gret, and hath not the unfortunate hearer rea- 


ſon to repent that ever he was in ſuch company, 


* it may have been that of bis near relati- 
5 C „ 
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ons ar intimate friends? Might it not be an ef- 
fectual check to all ſuch dangerous converſati- 


= on, did the ſpeaker pauſe a little, and conſider, 
| What miſchief may this word, this ſtory occaſion? 


What fin may be committed in the conſequence of 
it? What ſhame, what puniſhment may ſome un- 
fable perſon be brought to ſuffer by it 


How often alſo, and I ſpeak it with pleaſute, 


how often hath a ſimple hint, raiſed and cheriſ - | 


ed the devout and friendly affeQions,—caught 
| hold of a man who was tottering, and juſt upon 


ob ver g of falling into ſome foul tranſgreſſion, 
ie means of eſtabliſhing | him in virtue, 


| — ve him i in a laudable and Chriſtian courſe 


of action N Hath not many 2 map felt the emoti- 


on of gratitude Airing in his breaſt, by being 


#32 &' 4:44 


him? Even an Wee expreſion concerning. 


the excellency of religion, and the ſurpaſſing 
love of Jeſus, or concerning the dignity, the re- 
ality and beauty of virtue, amidft all the preſent 


corruption and diſſipation of the world, is often, 


not without effet. It awakens in the ſoul ad- 


| miration, and love to God; i it kindles a warm de- 


fire of virtue in the heart of the hearer, and che- 


Tiſhes that ſame deſire in the heart of the ſpeak- 


er: how often hath ſoft perſuaſion pacified wrath, 


and ſtemmed the i impetuous tide of paſſion ?- How 


often hath. ir excited aN and nnn. and 


wr 


allayed the hoiſterous 3 intention ok revenge and : 
_ cruelty? How often have the words and counts. 
nance of a friend, cooled the boilings of paſſion, 


made a perſon to controul his criminal de- 
fires,—to alter his purpoſe, and preſerve his in- 
nocence? How beautiful, how forcible and ſalu- 
tary, are ſuch right words, how ſtudiouſſy to bg 


ſpoken, how. faithfully to be remembered: 2? (0 A | 
 * wholeſome tongue is a tree of life, a word fly 


4. ſpoken, i is like apples ; of gold in pictures of fil 
ver,—the words of the wife are as goads, and ag 


© nails faſtened in ſure places by the maſters of 
5 the aſſemblies; let there fore no corrupt commus 


« nication proceed gut of your mouth, but that 
« which is good to the uſe of edifying; be ye filled 
« with the Spirit, ſpeaking among yourſelves mu- 


; 40 tually; let the word of Chriſt dwell in you rich- 
ly, in all viſdom,! l and e t 


1 another,” 


Were we Aiſpoſed to fo ſalutary an exerciſe, 


we could be at no loſs for materials to conyerſe 


upon, which have a direct tendency. to our mutu- 
al i improvement in the ſpiritual life, to warm out 
hearts with the love of God, and with the love 4E 


one another. — to give us the command of oft 


i paſſions, and to bend us to the practice of righte · ED 


ouſteſs. Might we not diſcourſe on the nature 


and beauty of every chriſtian virtue, che obliga · 8 
| Hons to the LE it, d dertyed from rhe _ 


6 


of nature, andthe farther obligations t to it, from 3 
the Goſpel of Chriſt; by this means would we 


not — to have clear and preciſe notions of e- 


very virtue, and would we not be the better a- 


ble to recommend virtue, in all its particular 
branches, to the cho ce and purſuit of one ano- 


ther? Would not ſerious converſation on ſuch 


ſubjects, cheriſh' the devout affections, inſpire us 


with the love of God, and teach us reſignation to 
his will? Did we in the fear of God, /pea# often 


one to another, concerning the compaſſion and 


love of Chrift to a periſhing world, would not our 


0 hearts burn within us, whilſt we meditated and 
ſpoke of him? Would not our faith in him be 


ſtrengthened, our love increaſed, and our hearts. 


inflamed with a ſtrong deſire to reſemble and o- 


bey him? By converſing about the glories of the 


| other world, would we not learn to bear, with con- 
tentment, the ills of this life, and to become more 


indifferent with reipect to its tranſient joys? 


Would we not by divine grace, behave in the 


whole of our conduct, as ſeeing him who ts invife. 


ble? Would we not believe and feel the eterna] 


. world to be as real as if we already beheld it with 


our. eyes, and would we not gradually be more 


and more influenced by that faith. which is the 


ſubſtance of things not ſeen, and the evidence of 


8 things hoped for? And would we not have to ſay, 
from comfortable experience, This is the victory 


BD 
that ages the. world, even our faith. Is 
ſhort, by ſerious and religious conference, whar 
great improvements in goodneſs, might we make? 
Would we not become better men and better 
_ Chriſtians, advancing to the meaſure of the ſta- 
ture, of the fulneſs of Chriſt ?—Edifyed by dif- 
ferent friends, we would have it to ſay, in imita« 
tion of the virtuous and thoughtful Roman em- 
peror, © From this man I firſt learned to think re- 
verently of God, and of his righteous adminiſtra- 
tion; from that man ] learned ſubmiſſion to the 
will of providence, and the art of contentment in 
every condition of life by one, I was taught to 
have a reliſh for the beauty of manners, to per- 
ceeive the dignity and reality of virtue, and the 
beauty of holineſs; by another, I was taught, 
through divine grace, to brille my paſſions, to be 
eaſily reconciled to thoſe who had offended me, 
© to ſet a due value upon the virtues of others, to 
make allowance for their imperfections and ſin- 
cerely to love them: by the great pains which 
one friend took upon me, my mind was gradual- 
ly opened, and at length I had a raviſhing view 
of the Goſpel ſcheme of falvation; by another I 
learned.to ſee the vanity of worldly pleaſures, to 
ſtudy the art of ſelf-recolleQion, to be intent up- 
on mine own improvement, and to aim at Chrifti- 
an perfection. And we might have it to add, witk 
the ſame de vout and illuſtrious writer, I owe it to 


ene r S r 0! 
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{ | 105 hen one cannot | bir-lawens he falſe | 
. delicacy and corruption of Chriſtians in the pre- 
fl em age, which in fome reſpects is ſunk into de- 
; |  generacy, eren below the ſtate of the Heathen 
if 3 world: Heathens when they met together, uſed = 
L- to diſcourſe concerning the nature of virtue, the | 
j thief happineſsof man, the being and providence 
̃1 their ſuppoſed gods; they talked of their ſu- 
1 15 preme divinity; with him they began, with him 
they ended, of him too were their ſongs. How 
different from this is the temper and practice of 
Fl Chriſtians, wich re ſpect to the true God. in whom 


| pf _ they pretend to believe? I ſpeak not of nominal 
in 3 ns: of them it is to be feared, that God is 
7 noting all their thoughts, for he is not in their 
if 5 | mouths, unleſs when they blaſpheme him; I ſpeak 
8  aofi thoſe who make ſome. profeſſion of being 
i! Chriſtians; when a ccmpany of ſuch conveen, 
how are they employed? Why thoſe who haye | 


good company, call for the gaming table, and 
from diſſipation or avarice, waſte the precious 
Hours. in a dull round of infipid play. Hence 
the unibecaming, the lamentable and growing ig- 

- Borance of that claſs of people: an abuſe of | 
company]! a m thering of time, which I trut 


I! | wuaijculcuftf uſurped to themſelyes the ſtile of 


N 


will ever be difcountenaticed by the Clergy * 
Scotland. — And on a chearful. or a grave Occa= | 
ſion, where gaming is improper, what do our fa- 
ſhionable people tall about? If one of the com- 
pany happens to ſpeak of God, or religion, or 
providence, or a future ſtare; he is almoſt thought 
to have fallen into an impropriety of behaviour, 
and to have tranſgreſſed the rules of good breed 
ing; nay; ſwayed, it ſeems, by the faſhion of the 
Age, even the teachers of wiſdom and rigliteouſ-. 
neſs, if they happen to be in company with their 
hearers or ſcholars after the ſolemn lecture or 
diſcourſe is delivered, ſeldom ſpeak a word about 


what they have been publicly engaged in. Juſt 


as if they were aſhamed to appear wiſe and good, 
or ſuſpected that, if they ventured to converſe on 


a grave ſubject, their lameneſs might be detected; 
not only ſpiritual ſubjects are juſtled out of 
converſation, but ſcarce any thing that is manly 
or ſenſible is admitted into it: fo that unleſs there 
be ſome piece of frivolous news, or it ſome ſtroke 
of wit or pleatantry, or of impertinent banter and 
' ridicule is not fallen upon, the company are drow- 


ſy and half afleep; they yawn and ſtare at one a- 


nother ; they are filent and have nothing to fay. 
Such is commonly our behaviour in company, and 
ſach was the behaviour of men in ancient times. 


Hence it is, that the inſtruQive works concerns. 
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ing ungen and morality, n 5 antiquity hath 
tranſmitted down to us, and which vill be the ſtu- 
dy, the wonder and the entertainment of men of | 
_ exudition, while the world laſts, are written in 
form of dialogue or conference, and in that form 
they appear quite eaſy and natural; becauſe they, 


iu fact, diſcourſed about ſuch things and are in 


_ thoſe writings repreſented to the life; but ſhould 
we attempt to write any thing grave in that form, 
would appear altogether unnatural] and forced; 
it would be a contradiction to the preſent man- 
nets: becauſe it is rarely! thatany ſerious fubje&i is 
canvaſſed 1 in dur modern converſations. 75 
Ou eau of this falſe nelicaby and abuſe of 
company, may perhaps be that in the laſt age, 
and later too perhaps, people talked of ſpiritual 
things who had too little diſcretion, or had nar- 
row views, or were of a factious and party ſpirit, 
or were aftuated by low and worldly deſigns; but 
becaufe a good thing hath been unhappily abuſ- 
ed, ſhall it afterwards be for ever avoided? Will 
not thoſe who fear God confer with one another, 
and by a prudent ufe of fo edifying an exerciſe, 
ſtrive to reſcue it from diſrepute, and bring it once 
more in faſhion. And if ſenfible and religious 
converſation were again counted polite and faſhi- 


onable, we need not fear bur | it would be er 
ure. 5 es S vents © 


41 2 

I cannot help thinking chat, if ever 2 5 | 

eben of the world ſhall take place, the way 

of converfing in companies will be much altered 

from what it is at prefent. This may be the ef- 

fett of the world's being reformed, but it may al- 
. fo ſurpriſingly contribute to it as a cane. 


5 Ir is not neceſſary or even pee PEE the 


ſincere fearers of God ſhould ſpeab to one another 


about ſpiritual things only. Divine objects, if 
long and ſtedfaſtly beheld, muſt needs impair and 

| , weaken the ſenſe of mortals. The converſation 
may be varied; it may at times be turned to other 


parts of knowledge which are both pleaſing and 


| profitable, and ſtill there may be room —_—_ | 


left for innocent mirth and gaiety. 


8 The above 100 Arunmges which all men wo 


have diſcretion and ſome degree of knowledge, 


ſuch as the public inſtructors of religion, may ob- 


tain by free conference amongſt themſelves: 1 
ſay among themſelves, or ſuch as themſelves. 


| When we couverſe with thoſe called the upper 


part of the world, it may not be always ſafe to 


e d ourſelves in the freedom of converſati- 
; It may be rather proper to be ſome what up- 


on 5 reſerve, The prudent will often keep ſi- 


lence, and keep in his tongue with a bridle: and 


it would be indelicate to ſay, how much e | 
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converſe with mean, poor, and uninſtructed pee- 


ple; which by. humanity and religion, and our of. 
fice we are obliged to, flattens the ſpirit, cor- | 


| Fupt the taſte, and | is ys to hurt the temper. 


[might add, aha 3 friendly conference, 
men derive conſolation under all the ills of life. 


2 Inquiſitive and virtuous minds, in any country, are 


comparatively few, and commonly their conditi- 
on is not opulent; but while they ſucceſsfully con- 
tribute to improve the mind, enlarge the under- 
ſtanding, and increaſe the virtue and the faith of 


one another, they are mutually comforted and 
will hardly be ſenſible of the ills they ſuffer: as 


an illuſtrious band of kinſmen or brothers, they 
are knit together i in love, and bear one another's 


burdens. And what will alle viate diſtreſs, if it is 
not the ſympathy, the cqunſel, and the aſſiſtance 
of wiſe and tender hearted friends, mutually giv- 
en and receiyed? Conſidering themſelves * 
ſtrangers,.—aas exiles in a foreign land, —as the 


citizens of another country, they jointly travel 


home wards to the city they belong to, they i inte- 


reſt themſelves in the affairs of one another, and, 


like pilgrims croſſing an impetuous river, they 
paſs through life braced, as it were, in the arms 


of one another: mutually ſtrengthened, and com- 
forted, and united unto Jeſus, they know they 


= ſhall never periſh; ; 5 ad unbended ar : 


| 


«| 


( 29 ) 


tlie preſſures of life, waiting, and encouraging 
one another to wait, for the end of their faith, 5 


5 the e of their fouls. 


401 might. alſo 3 added, That there are * | 
| jets which are proper ta be diſcuſſed only in pri- 


vate circles. Religious knowledge hath been 


diſtinguiſhed into thoſe points which may at 
all times and before all men, be fully and 
clearly explained; and thoſe, which are to be 


very warily touched upon: the plain duties and 


faith of the Goſpel, are the firſt; knotty 


points and controverſies, which take up ſo 


much room in moſt theological ſyſtems, are the 
7 laſt; and what title hath a common audience tg 


hear diſcourſes on controverted points? What pur- 
5 poſe can this ſerve? Why are ſuch things offered 


in public? Is it, that no part of the counſel of 
God may be ſuppreſſed, nor the people defraud- 


ed? But you impart to them no real knowledge, 


you only amuſe them with hard words, for they 
cannot Judge of controverſy many of them have 


no opinion about thoſe points concerning which 


they raiſe the greateſt clamour; they take their 


notions by rebound from others. You do a thing 


perilous and inconvenient, you confound the diſ- 


tinction which the Apoſtle makes between milk 5 
and ſtrong meat; you counter. act his precept, to % 


| avoid ka and contentions, which he . 


EE as 


| TE 30% 

are vain and unprofitable, and do 1 griſar: 
you do the people great harm, you diſtract their 
minds, and divert their attention from things that 
are intelligible, neceſſary and uſeful to them: 
and if ſome be fo diſputatious, ſo polemically dif- | | 
Poſed, that one way or other they muſt dip in con- 
troverſy, it were ſurely more proper for them to 
diſpute in private, with thoſe who are capable to 
perceive and weigh the force of metaphyſical ar- 
guments; and who will either ſubmit to their evi- 

Vente or elſe return | anſwers to then. | | 


T. bes over other great l to be ac · 
quired by unreſervedand friendly converſarion. It 
teacheth us to be eaſy, and to keep temper when 
we are contradicted, —it leads us into the Know- 
ledge of men and manners, — it enables us to 
ſpeak of human duties with judgment and pre- 
ciſion, —it mitigates the ills: of life, and heighrens 
its joys; in ſome meafure, it ſupplies the place 

oft friendſhip,” a thing ſo rare that we may paſs 
through the ſilent, and the buſy ſcenes of life, 
without ever meeting with an undiſputed inſtance 
of it— The advantages already mentioned— | 
accuracy in thinking,—progreſs i in the moſt pro · 
fiitable knowledge, mutual harmony and good 
agreement,. growth in the ſpiritual life. con · 
folation and inward peace, are momentuous and 
5 deſſrable. The deſire of them may * incline 


3 31 ) 


Z thoſe who fear God ro ſpeak often one to FOR 2 
and if, with a ſincere deſire to grow in grace and 


knowledge, we converſe with one another; if we 
ſtrive for improvement, we ſtrive not alone, nor 


in vain; God himſelf will aſſiſt us by his Spirit. 
When the two aſtoniſhed and dejected diſciples | 
going to Emaus, communed together by the way, 
and reaſoned concerning their Maſter, who three: 
days before had been torn from them, condemn- 
ed to death, and crucified; Jeſus himſelf drew 
near, and went with them; he expounded unto 


them the ſcriptures concerning himſelf, removed 
their ſadneſs and warmed their hearts with joy; 


and they ſaid one to another, Did not our. heart. 

burn within us, while he talked ta us by the way, 
and opened to us the ſcriptures. If our endeavours 

toward ſpiritual perfection are ſincere, will not 
God's Spirit in like manner enlighten and aſſiſt 

us? Our endeavours to be wiſe and good, are 

: taken notice of, and recorded, for when they _ 
2550 feared the Lord, pale often one ts anot her, 
the Lord hearkened and heard it, and a book of re- D 


membrance was written for thoſe who feared the 


Lord, end thought upon his name. The fear- 
ers of God are precious in his ſight, they are his 
ſpecial treaſure, and ſure of immortal glory; and. 


they ſhall be mine, ſaith the Laird, in the day when 
1 make up my jewels. — Having the knowledge 


and the comfortable ſenſe of ſpiritual things, the 
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troubles of life will fall the lighter on their heads, 
and God may, in his love, ſave them even from 
the chaſtiſements which they deſerve; and 7 will 
| ſpare them, (ſaith he) even as « man ſpareth his 

own ſon that ſerveth him: but in this life 
there is, with reſpect to proſperity and adverſity | 
and all external things, very little difference to 
| be obſerved betwixt the ftate of the righteous, 
and that of the wicked. The great day of retri- 
bution approacheth, when God will ſever between 
the ſheep and the goats, between the precious 
and the vile; Then ſhall ye return and diſcern be- 
teen the righteous and the wicked, between bim 
that ferveth God, and him that ſervetb him not. 


May the Spirit of the Lord reſt upon us, the Spi- 
rit of wiſdom and underſtanding, the Spirit of 
| Counſel and might, the Spirit of knowledge, and of the 
| fear of the Lord: May he grant us to grow in 
grace, and that our /ips may keep and diſperſe 
knowledge, and to his name be & AA Pee 
AMEN „ IN FIG 


N 1 WT: 
Tus CHA * 6 E. 


Draa SIR, | 
. Ir. is uſual to adminiſter ſome advices to young 


3 miniſters in your preſent ſituation: I am per- 
fectly ſure, that in view of entering on that diffi- 
cult office, which you have now accepted of, you 
have, in the fear of the Lord, by communing with 
Jour own heart in ſolitude, and by ſpeaking often 

to your beſt friends, carefully. formed a plan of 
your future conduct in private life, and how you 
are to diſcharge the feveral parts of your mini- 
ſterial function: and indeed, it muſt be confeſſed, 
chat if you had nor done this before-hand, you 
could but little avail yourſelf of a few tranſient di- 
rictions from this pulpit, though theſe ſhould be 
ever ſo proper, and adminiſtered with ever ſg 
much warmth of friendſhip and affection: howe- 
ver, in compliance with the eſtabliſhed practice, 

I ſhall take the liberty to offer a few things at * 
eng to your: ferious conſideration, 


1 80 Ir 1s x happy circumſtance in yo ſettlement, 
that you are both preſented by the Patron, and 
have alſo been the choice of the Congregation. 
This is the greater a proof of your prudence, and 
that you acquit yourſelf well in pulpit, as many 
of this people have, for a conſiderable time been 
| f VV 
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: perfonally acquainted with you, and all of them | 
have had experience of your giftof prayer and ta- 
lents in preaching. — You will retain the eſteem of 
your Congregation by thoſe ſame means by which 


you were ſo happy as to acquire it: and the Pa- 


Tiſh will no doubt expect from you an unblame- 
ableneſs i in private behaviour, and a diligence in 
your public performances, which may be ſuitable - 


to that cheerfulneſs and harmony, with which 
they have called you to be their Miniſter. 


Ude temper, or habit of mind, which you ought 


25 uniformly to bear towards the ſouls of your nu- 


merous flock, ſhould conſiſt of pity and good will: 


It was pity and good will which moved your glo- 4 


rious Maſter to undertake the work of man's re- 
demption; you cannot err in forming yourſelf up- 
on ſo illuſtrious an example; Let the ſame mind 


be in you, that was in Chriſt Zeſus. Pity and love 


to the periſhing and precious ſouls of men, will 


| auimate you to the faithful diſcharge of 18 fa- 
: cred d laborious office, 


"2 are to ws the ſpeaker in ; this Colgrebat- P 
on; and moſt certainly it is a great undertaking 


for any one, to ſtand up and charge himſelf with 


ſpeaking to a numerous aſſembly, concerning 
things of infinite moment where he alone is to be 
liſtened to, and every other perſon! is to remain | 


4 


* T SY | 

flent; tor there is hardly one of his audience who 

is not more quick- ſighted to obſerve the faults, _ 

than the merits of the ſpeaker; and theſe faylts 

however ſmall or few, are like to eclipſe the beau- 

ty of the difcourſe, and to mar the effe of all that 

zs right and forcibly advanced. This, this, how- 
ever ſlightly it may be thought of, is a weighty 

and arduous office: but be not diſcouraged; God 

8 vpbolds and ſrengrhens Als en, Z 


' You are to lead the devotions of this Congre 
gation: in your prayers you ſpeak to God in be- 
half of your people, and along with them. — As 
our Church hath not received or allowed of ſet 
forms; prayer is often deemed to be a ſubaltern 
part of the miniſterial buſineſs, and is therefore 
apt to be too careleſs]y ſtudied ; and yet to wor- 
ſhip God in a ſocial manner is, or ought to be, the 
chief end of our aſſembling in public. Many 


judicious and devout men have wiſhed thatwe had 


public meetings for prayer and praiſe only: this 
would be a ſolemn aknowledgment of our depen. 
dance on God; and it might lead us to be at more 
pains in ſtudying thoſe prayers which are to be 
offered up to God in our aſſemblies —You will 
judge it neceſſary to ſtudy carefu ly, not only the 
f mn but the manner alſo of your public pray. ; 
; you wall 22 for am ors wing that) £508 


E2 


632,200 yrs * 
— — — 


! 


F 
e RG wy. front i © WY ef Bt __ 
2 2 

JS bane. Worn MN 


e 


= - 
8 


F 
ren 3 3 
2 wy * 2 


n wy 


* 


— — 
——— 

SIS — 

— 2 — 


— — 


2 e 


3 es — — 
: 3 — 
5 — 
— 


1 
mars ——— . . r 
a , wrt r 


2 — — a 


cy 9 


J Sr — 2 Er es —— ů ů⁵ð C— S 


1 


5 3 
_— 


1 2 k _ 8 2 
1 p —— ——— 2 PO l * 2 * 
78 n r — pp — ns V Ions & — PI 
- Fr . K > 4 


» — 6 ee ant 


84 


1 36 ) 
may always perform this important part of your : 
office with devotion, and with decency, 5 


Lou are to Nene ſtaredly to his „ : 
on: in preaching you ſpeak from God to your 
people you declare the meſſage which you have 
received from your Lord and Maſter, and if you 
have a ſenſe of God habitually on your mind, 
and have pity and love to the periſhing ſouls of ” 
men, your doctrine will drop. as the rain, your ſpeech | 
will diſtil as the dew, as the ſmall rain upon the 
tender herb, and as the ſhowers upon the graſs : * 
poſſeſſed of integrity of heart and manners, and 
Hewing yourſelf o a pattern of good works, you will 
enforce the ſeveral doctrines of your facred func- 


; tion, not with the vain pomp of ſhewy eloquence, g 
but with the far more powerful perſuaſion of ac- 
tive and exemplary virtue: you will ſoften the 


ſeverity of precept, with the eaſe and familiari- | 


: ty of converſation, and by generouſly mixing with 


the meaneſt committed to your care, you will in. 


| finvate the inſtructor under the. air of the er ri 
Won. TELE: 1 = 


Wi reſped to this ſabjeQs ye you are to erm 
upon, there i is one obvious rule which ought 10 


direct you, and « every miniſter of Chriſt: and it is 


this; To preach ofteneſt on thoſe ſubjects which 


are ce mentioned i in the e Bible, and | eſpecial: 1 


y 


(3790 


lyi in the New-Teſtament : : theſe, you u know, are 


the original and everlaſting love of God, the - 


grace of Chriſt to ignorant and miſerable men, 
loye to God, faith in Jeſus, love to men, ſelf-de- 
nial, and a holy converſation conſiſting of loye, 
Joy, peace long · ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, 
truth, juſtice, meekneſs, temperance, and other 
particular fruits of the Spirit. The views which | 
the ſcripture gives us of the free love of God, 
and of the compaſſion of Chriſt to a periſhing 
world. are proper to excite in the ſoul love to 
God, faith in the Redeemer, wonder, gratitude, 
and indeed every emotion and exprelion of Fairh 
and love. 


I) you lay | hore your 33 theſe views of 
the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, how can they 
want obedience to kink: or poſlibly forger his 
„ 


Tou will etch them that the whole duty of 
man conſiſts in yielding a chearful obedience to 
_ thoſetwo great commandments, which are the ſum 2 
of the Moral Law, T. hou ; ſhalt love the Lord with 
all thy heart ; and Thou ſhalt love thy neig hbour as 

| thyſelf: this is the law which Chriſt came not ts 
| deſtroy, but fo fulfl ; this law he came to magnify 
and make it honourable © every fact that is narrat- 
ed. every doctrine that is reyealed in the Goſpel, 

| 0 to inculcate obedience to * original, ever-" 
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laſting, and Mdaabie law: every plan of teach · | 


ing, that may tend to weaken the obligations to 


obey this Moral Law, is unſcriptural, and muſt be 


Vrong and dangerous. Do we make void the law 
h Wu God forbid, yea we eſtabſiſh the law. 


By the harmonious Call which you have got, 
you will have the- more confidence to declare to 
this people, all the counſel of God ; in particular, 
to ſhew them that ſaving faith is always accom- - 
panied with a holy practice. From the corrup- 
tion of natute, ſome people are averſe to hear of 


the neceſſity of mortification, of repentance, juſ- - 


rice, reſtitution, and a holy life: but weiber they 
will hear, or whether they will forbear, you are, in 


5 faithfulnefs to your truſt, wiſely tq declare to 
them the abſolute neceſſity of thoſe duties. As 
you defire that your great Maſter may be alway 


with you to the end, you are to teach them to obſerve 
all things whatſoever be hath commanded. Re- 


ceive this advice in the inſpired words of the 


apoſtle Paul, Our Saviour Feſus Chriſt gave bim- 


7  Jelf for us, is redeem us from all inzquity, and puri- 
F to himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works : 


Theſe things ſpeak, and exhort, aud rebuke with all | 


authority and doctrine. This is a faithful ſaying, 


and theſe things I will, that thou affirm conſtantly, 
that they who have believed in God, might be careful 


te maintain good works ; theſe things are goed and 


* 


„ 


eekiabl unto men. If thou put the lrethirn in i 
' remembrance of theſe things, thou ſhalt be a good | 
miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, nouriſhed up in the words 
of faith and of * 28 whereunto thou haſt 


N attained. 


. Another part of your work is to viſit the fami- 


lies in your Pariſh, and to viſit the ſick: the firſt is 


often more laborious than uſeful; the laſt is an of- 
fice of humanity, of Chriſtian compaſſion, ang 


part of a miniſter's duty: and you will be happy 
in pouring the balm of conſolation into the ſoul 


of the dying Chriftian; and in rivetting good im- 


| preſſions on the hearts of thofe who ſhall recover: 
but when you viſit the ſick who are alſo poor; 
and, no doubt, you will find many fuch i in your 


wide and populous Pariſh, your breaſt will heave . | 
with all the feelings of compaſſion: when you go 


ttto the diſmal cottages of the ſtarving and dying 


poor, the ſight of human woe, the gloomy image | 
of hunger, of agony, of death, will ſtrike all your 


ſenſes: with a glowing pity, you will have room 


in your breaſt to take in a concern for your fel 


low-Chriſtiads in diſtreſs; and you will regretthat 


it is not in your power to relieve them as you 
would: but when you find that they have lived 


by faith, you will, by encouraging them to look 


unto Feſus who hath taken away the ſting f 


. death, cauſe them to refoice and be glad, that they 
are foon to find the * nay, your very ſympa- 
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thifng with 42 will comfort them in ſome de- | 


gree; and from the clamant view of indigence and 


miſery, your ſpirit will be ſtirred up to charge 


| them that are rich i in this world, that they be rea- 


dy to diſtribute, and willing 1 io communicate to the 
neceſſities of the poor, in this time of general di- 


_ 9 


he ſay nothing about your Gn in Church j ju- 


| dieatories: in this a age, theſe Courts are leſs and 
leſs regarded; but when any of your ordinary 
people unhappily fall into thoſe tranſgreſſions 


which are judged to merit the cenſures of the 
Church, vou may perhaps find it prudent and 


tending to edification, to diſcuſs as many of ſuch 


ſcandals as poſſible, quietly in your own Seſſion. 
— With reſpect to your appearances in higher 
judicatories, I have no reaſon to doubt but you 
will always follow that which is right, or * 


eth to you as ſuch. 


I conclude what I had to fo to you, in the | 
words of Paul to Timothy, proper to guide you 


in your private and public capacity. I charge 


thee therefore before God, and the Lord Feſius. Chriſt, 


2% ſhall judge the quick and the dead at his ap- 
| fearance and his kingdom ; preach the Word, be in- 


©. © ſtant th ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, ex- 


Hort with all long-ſi ufering and doctrine. Study 


VV 1 

to Ty thyſelf approved unto God, 4 : workman that 
 needeth not tobe aſhamed, rightly dividing the word 
| of truth, Let no man deſpiſe thy youth, but be thou 


an example of the believers, i in word, in converſati= 


on, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity. Give 


attendance to readi ng, to ex hortation, to doctrine. 


5 Negleci not the gift that is in thee. Meditate on 
theſe things, give thyſelf wholly to them; that thy 
profiting may appear to all. Flee alſo youthful luſts, 


I follow righteouſneſs, faith, charity, peace, with | 


; them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 
Watch then in all things, do the work of an Evange- 
J iſt, make full proof of thy miniſtry. Take heed un- 

0 thyſelf, and to thy doctrine, continue in them, for 


in doing by 
that hear thee. And when you are on the verge 


ol life, you will have to ſay, with that faithful 
ſervant of Chriſt, The time of my departure is at 
| hand, I have fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my 


courſe, I have kept the faith ; henceforth there is laid 


| up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, 


the righteous Judge, will give me af that day — 
Conſider what 7 ſey, and the Lord givethee under- 8 


ſtanding in all _ | 


"The form requires, that I ſhould alfo . 


few words to you of this Congregation—You 
have harmoniouſly called Mr Burns to be your 


Miniſter: you have\promiſed him all encourage- | 
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s, thou ſhall both ſave thyſelf, and them 55 
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| ment, and ſubmiſſion in the Lord ; you have done 


well; continue in this laudable ſpirit, continue to 


receive him in the Lord with all gladnefs, and hold 


him in reputation becauſe he labours in the work 
of Chriſt. Eſteem him very highly in love for his 
works ſake. Nothing will ſo effectually encou- 


rage him, as the ſeeing you give evidence of your 


growth in grace, and in the knowledge of Chriſt; 


| when heobſerves you living ſoberly, righteoufly, 55 


and godly, and having in all things your conver- 
lation, ſuch as becometh the Goſpel, this will en- 
courage his heart: you will be his glory and his 
joy ; for what is his hope, or joy, or crown of rejoice- 


ing? Are not even ye in the preſence 1 our Lord | 
: Talis ſe at his * | 


Þ- | | 
And you will give creed of your growth 


in grace by the practice of ſobriety, temperance, 
juſtice, and charity; and, in ſhort, by the perform- | 
ance of relative duties. Let parents and chil- 
dren; maſters and ſervants, rich and poor, conſci- 


entiouſly difcharge the duties reſpectively incum- 


bent upon them. In particular the rich are cal- 
led upon, in this hard time, to open their hands 
wide to relieve the poor; who are every where 


greatly multiplied in number, and many, by not 


being employed, are in deep diſtreſs. No fight 


will pleaſe you ſo much, as the faces of men who 


hare been made les miſerable, and more happy 


— 


ey 


| A your charity. Io relieve them, is an evi- 
dence that you love God, and eſteem the grace 
of the Lord Jeſus; but who/o hath this wworld"s good, 
and ſeeth his brother have need, and ſhutteth up his 


| bowels of compaſſion from Him, how delleth ihe love 


nn” wk 


And you will be guided to ahis Chriſtian con- 
verſation, if you live by faith, if you are devour, 


if you read and hear the word of God, and ſanc- | 


| tify the ſabbath: duties which (alas!) are too 
much vegleed in this diſipared age. | 1 


10 be edifyed by 3 prayers, ĩ it is neceſſa- 
Ty that yo join and enter into the ſpirit of thoſe 8 
prayers; that is, that the aſpirations of your ſouls 15 
ſhould go along with the words ſpoken by your 
M.iniſter; whether in confeſſion, i in petition, or in 
chankſgiving and praiſe, your whole ſouls ſhould 
be engaged in the duty, as in the preſence of | 
- God, who ſearcheth the heart. What I now ſay. 
is too little attended to, too ſeldom mentioned, mm 


doo little practiſed in moſt of our Congregations; 


and yet without i it, people pray not in public at 
all; their bodies are. preſent, but their hearts; Jain | 
not in x the ſervice. | 


But a great part of your time in Church, is em. 5 
Hap! in hearing: Jour: Miniſter j is to explain | 
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5 (44) = 
the ſcriptures, to convey inſtruchon into your 


minds, to perſuade you to a holy practice, pray- 


ing you in Chri/s ſtead to be reconciled to God. 
Come to hear the word of God, with a humble 


mind, ſenſible that you ſtand in need of ſpiritual 


inſtruction, deſirous not only to learn your duty, 
but reſolving alſo by God's grace, to put it in 
practice. The diſcourſes you hear from the pul- 


| pit may not all be equally agreeable to you; but 


it is very poſſible that thoſe you diſlike moſt, may 


be very neceſſary, and, if duly improved by you, 


tend moſt to your real edification, by prevailing 


- upon you 1 deny yourſelves, is take up your croſs, and 
to follow Jeſus. In the Goſpel there are given unto 
us, exceeding greet and precious promiſes; but they 

AXE Ziven that by theſe you might be partakers of the 
; divi ne nature, having eſcaped the corruption that is 
in the world through Iuſts. Many of you are 


rone enough to lay claim to the promiſes and 


; privileges of the Goſpel ; but ſome of you are 


unwilling, even to hear of the duties it requires, 


When Paul reaſoned of righteouſneſs, temper- 
' ance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and 
bid that inſpired Teacher go his way; ſome of 


our people, when they hear of the neceſſity of 
mortification, of juſtice, truth, meekneſs, love, and 
charity, They go away from their teachers: and 


there may be places where, if a paſtor ſhould 


venture to ſłim over theſe duties, or touch at them 


4 


On 


] 


PA 


fs * 


only * che bye, be might render himſelf won 


derfully popular, and draw town and country af- 


| 


ter him. But your Miniſter dareth not to do ſo, 
becauſe he knows, that if he ſhould thus ſeek io 
| pleaſe men, he ſhould not be the ſervant of Chriſt, 
He will preach faith, but he will inſiſt particular 


ly on practice: in preaching Chriſt he willoarneve- 


| ry man, and teach every man in all wiſdom, that he 


may preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Feſus. He 


a ? FP afe you for your good, to edification: and if 


you aim at eternal life, why ſhould any goſpel- 


truth 4iſpleaſe or diſguſt you? Will you act like a 
; fooliſh' man attacked with a deſperate diſeaſe, 


who graſps at the ſweet potion, but rejects the bit- 8 


ter remedy which, the phyſician tell him, is abſo- 


- lutely neceſſary to ſave his life. 


-Theſe diſ- 
courſes which pierce you to the hw which 


| ſhew you your corruption, your faults and your 


follies ; which alarm your conſcienees, and ſet 
you all a- ſtir; which, through divine grace, are 


the means of humbling you, and cauſing" you ap- 


ply to God for the renovation of your nature by 


the Holy Ghoſt; theſe, theſe are the diſcourſes 
_ which, however unwelcome they may be, are like- 


ly to awaken you out of that ſecurity which leads 


on to everlaſting deſtruction.— And when you 

come in a devout temper prepared to hear the 
word of God, when you liſten to it with reverence 
: and attention; when you. * it up in your honey 1 
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and go home from Church i in ſlence, f in a ſober 


and thoughtful frame; your ſpiritual improve- 


ment is then begun, and God will by his Spirit 


carry it onwards to perfection, for you may be 
confident of this very thiug, that he that bath begun 


4 good work in you, will yen it _ the ON * 
IFeſus Criſt 


Finally, my brechien, ov you may derive Y 
vantage from the public miniſtrations of your Paſ- 
tor, exerciſe yourſelves habitually in prayer; fa« 
mily prayer and fecret prayer: by prayer aur 
Goſpel will come unto you, not in word only, but alſo 


in power, and in the Holy Ghoſt : through this Spi- 
rit, the word of God will penetrate your ſouls: | 


It will not be a dead leiter, but guick and powerful, 
and ſhar per than a two-edged ſword. By the Spi. 
rit to be obtained by your praying to God in the 


name of Chriſt, you will be diſpoſed to receive 


the Goſpel not as the word of men, but as it is in 
gruth, the word of God, which Mectually worketh in 


' them who believe. The diſcourſes you hear from 
\_ thepulpit, are like ſeeds ſown in your hearts ; and 
as feeds ſcattered on the ground do not grow up 


to maturity but as they are cheriſhed by the be- 


nign warmth of the ſun; ſoit is the enlivening o- 


peration of the Spirit, which gives efficacy to the 


Word preached. If you ſtrive and pray for ſpi 


ritual improvement, and follow on to know the Lord, 


4 0 


6 io Spirit of God will come unto you as the rain, 
as the former and the latter rain upon the parch- 


ed ground. But whilſt you pray for your own 
advancement in grace and knowledge, neglect not 


to pray for your Miniſter alſo; I beſeech you, bre- 


turen, for the Lord 7eſus Chriſt's ſake, and for the 


love of the Spirit, that ye ſtrive together with him, 


in your prayers to God for him, He watcheth for : 
your fonls, pray for him as for one who muſt give ac- © 


count, that he may do it with joy, and not with grief. 


Pray for him in the Spirit, watching thereunts, 
with all perſeverance, that utterance may be given 
him, that he may open his mouth botaly, that he may . © 


. as he ought to ſpeak, to make known to you, the 
myſtery of the Goſpel. ——— Thus united to your 
Paſtor in Chriſtian love, ſtriving and perſevering 


in the ſame great deſign, you and he will paſs 
through the wilderneſs of life, mutually comfort- 
ing one another; and being by the grace of God 
kept from falling, you will at length be preſented. 


faultleſs before the FIR of his glory with exceed. 
ing joy. Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, 


be ſober and hope to the end , for grace that is to be 


| brought unto you-at the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. 


And, without this hope, what is there in the world 
that can comfort us? Without it, every proſpect 1 is 
.dreary, dark, and gloomy ; without it, our being 
is vain, and life is but a dream: but bleſſed be 
God, life and CEE are Re to light 3 in _ . 
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the Goſpel ; . 4 remaineth a reſt for the people 7 4 


God; Chriſt hath. purchaſed for us a kingdom ; a 
kingdom that cannot be maved: for God hath not PA | 
ed us to orath, but to obtain ſalvation by our 

Lord Feſus Chriſt ; wwho died for us, that whether 
we wake or ſteep, we ſhould live together with A. | 


e Now the God of peace that brought again 
« from the dead, our Lord Jeſus, that great Shep- 
& herd of the ſheep, through the blood of the e- 


cc verlaſting covenant, make you perfect in every 


4 good work to do his will, working in you that 


« which is well· pleaſing in his fight through Jeſus 
te Chriſt; to whom be glory fe for ever and ever, 
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